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SUMMARY OF THE GOSPEL FOR THE DAY:   Not by words only will man be saved, but by 

doing the will of the Father. 

 

BY THEIR FRUITS 

 

     Oftentimes, when Jesus preached a sermon, we  find that there are meanings upon meanings within 

His words. He begins today's Gospel with a sure test for falseness or genuineness in those who claim to 

lead men.  Look at their fruits . . . their works,  Jesus  tells us. “A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, 

neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit.” This is good plain common sense, right? 

     The real test for one who would direct others is his sacrificial spirit, his performing the Father's will.  

Jesus tells us that the prophet,  the man of God, must truly be God's man, that is to say, his whole life 

must be given into God's hands . . . he must want to be possessed by God.  As the French poet and 

essayist Charles  Peguy (1873 ï 191) put it;  ñhe must want to be like a staff in the hands of the Father 

in heaven.” 

     Jesus is talking about us . . . every one of us,  His followers.  We are the trees in His garden. We are 

planted (born) . . . we grow . . . and we bear fruit (our lives).  We shall be cut down and cast into the 

fires of hell ( God forbid! ) if we do not bear good fruit.  Mere loveless words and the bare routine 

performance of the externals of religion will not bring us heaven or peace or joy.   We must do the 

Father's will. 

     This is a hard doctrine . . . cut and dry . . . with no room for the grays which have painted over  

every facet of present morality.  It may appear to be very hard to accept and put into practice. 

Fr. Vincent McNabb, O.P.  Wrote:  ñIt is consummate perfection when a person really desires to do 

God's will. We mean it up to a point ; but it takes a lifetime to make it a full truth. It is a desire which 

we shirk.ò  We shirk the desire, perhaps because we are inwardly afraid of  Christ and the Father :   

afraid that if we really offer the gift of ourselves and our lives into their Hands, things may be made 

harder still for us.   We fear that much may be required of us.  We fear full commitment. 

 

LOVE CONSUMES FEAR 

 

     It's a good bet that if we are afraid of God's Will, it's mostly because we do not know either Christ 

or the Father anywhere near as well as we should.  We forget Jesus' words about His Father loving us 

because He is our Father too. We don't know how to estimate correctly all those eventualities that seem 

so distasteful to us now.  We have to learn to love the Father ( Help us, Lord Jesus!), for love alone can 

consume fear, replacing it with trust. “ So let our sacrifice be in thy sight this day, that it may please 

thee ; for they shall not be confounded that put their trust in thee, O Lord.”  ( Daniel, Ch.3). 

    We have to look at the  results, above all: at the Saints, at Blessed Mary, the Mother of our Lord. 

They all did the Father's Will ñall the wayò and they didn't do so badly . . . did they? 

     Surely, by their fruits they are very well known!     They stood the test. 

 

    We all still have got a lot of work to do.   We're like the title of a recent Country song;  ñA Work in 

Progressò . . . and we must not forget that,  lest we get discouraged!   Deep in our hearts we want to do 

both Jesus' and the  Father's Will.    We can't run the risk of not being good trees and when harvest-time 

comes, of being tossed into the fire. Jesus says, toward the end of today's Gospel, “ Not every one that 

sayeth unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven.” and a couple of verses beyond He 

warns: “ Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy Name? And in thy 

Name have cast out devils? And in thy Name have done many wonderful works? 
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 I will profess unto them;  I never knew you : depart from me, ye that work iniquity.” ( Matt. Ch. 7, Vs. 

21- 23.)  So much for the present-day  concept of universal salvation. 

     Casting out devils, working miracles, prophesying in Jesus' Name é as great as these works may be  

they can never substitute for self-abandonment to Christ.  ñ I never knew you. Depart from me, you 

workers of iniquity.ò   é such a terrifying statement each of us should hold in great dread.  There is 

only one way of having Jesus Christ know us.  That is by opening up our lives to Him and accepting 

His Will as our very own. 

 

     O Lord, help us to be sincere when we say to You, “ Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.” 

We want to be a staff in Your Father's Hand. 

     We want to be good trees in His garden, bearing good fruit.  Be it done unto us according to thy 

word! 

    

 

PRAYER  OF  THE  DAY:       He who does the Will of my Father in Heaven shall enter the   

                                                    kingdom of Heaven. 

 

 

 

PRAYER FOR THE WEEK:  Not my will . . . but Thy Will be done . . . on Earth as it is in   

                                                    Heaven. 

 

 

 
 

Thou shalt save the people that are in adversity, O Lord, and shall bring down the high looks of the 

proud : for who is God, but the Lord ?   ( Psalm 18 ) 
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Our Visitors ï Week 2 
 

     Well, our little visitors' second week at the Priory has been quite interesting . . . to say the very least.   

They have adapted to the daily rhythm of life here at the Priory, and have been doing very well in their 

class with Br. Sylvester on water operations.   Putting their class work to practical use has had 

interesting results,  however:  - ( photos by Br. Raymond ) 

 

       Br. Casmir:   “ Did WE  do that ?! . . . Well,he told us to find the water!”   ( translated by Br. Chip) 

 

     Our good Brother Sylvester told the boys to locate some water one afternoon this past week. Little 

did he know that he was turning loose two mighty intent and powerful ñdigging machinesò!   Meerkats 

are known for their skill at digging burrows and holes very quickly and deeply in short order.  The 

plastic water main that was where they decided water was to be found, was no obstruction whatsoever 

to these little  fellows, and in no time two big geysers  of high pressure water shot up as they both hit 

the pipe at the same time!  Both Brothers Casmir and Vladimir were tossed into the air as the pipe let 

go.  They weren't injured in the launching, but their dignity suffered greatly from the dousing they both 

got from about 60 psi of water that blew out of the two very nice holes they had just burrowed through!    

 Br. Sylvester sprung into action as the water flooded the yard, and in no time the area was zoned off. 

     Our budding water wizards spent the rest of the day under Br. Sylvester's watchful eye learning how 

to repair ( first hand!) a broken water main,  draining off the water from the ñgreat floodò, and the 

accompanying clean-up that followed.   They barely made it to the final prayer office of the day            

( Compline ),  and slept very soundly that night.  They were given dispensation from getting up for the 
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 early morning office. We figured they had suffered enough from the events of the previous day, and 

needed a break and a restoration of what dignity that remained within our guests! 

   Everyone is now wondering what next week will bring.   Dare I write . . . only time will only tell ?!      

                                   
                                                                                                                                                                                - Fr. Kevin + 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

The Meditation is produced by the Benedictine Community of 

Our Lady of Seven Sorrows Priory 

4 Shaw Road 

Raymond, Maine  04071 

 

This is a free on-line ministry of our community to anyone who wishes to receive it. Please feel free to 

copy and pass on this meditation to anyone you feel might benefit from it.  To be placed on our weekly 

mailing list, please contact Father Prior Kevin at :  klamarre@ourladyofsevensorrows.org   

Visit our Website for previous editions of The Meditation at:   www.ourladyofsevensorrows.org 

 

  SUNDAY  Public MASS with the Office of TERCE:  9:00 a.m.                                                                

(The Chapel is located on the second floor of the garage building.  Please enter by left side door and 

go up the stairs.  Please keep silence upon entering the building. ) 

Also, Please Note:  There are no Public Rest Room facilities at the Priory, please plan accordingly. 

 

PRIORY  KALENDAR 

 A.D. 2014 
Week of August 10

th
   to  August 17

th
 

 

 Sunday,  August 10
th

 . . . Eighth Sunday After Trinity . . . comm. St. Lawrence, Dcn. & Myr. 

Monday,  August 11
th

  . .  Seraphina Cajetana, Abs, O.S.B. Italy - ( 13
th

 cent.)  -renunciation of great wealth.        
 
    

   
                          

    
   

                      
   

 
    

 
   

    
      

            
                                                                                                                                                                      

Tuesday,  August  12
th

  . . . . . St. Clare of Assisi; V. & Foundress of the Poor Clares - ( 12
th

 cent.) 

Wednesday,  August 13
th

  . . . Sts. Hippolytus & Cassian  - Myrs, Rome - ( 3
rd

 cent.) 

Thursday,  August  14
th

 . .  Vigil of the Assumption … comm. St. Simeon, M.  Vallombrosa, Italy - 15
th

 cent.                                                              

Friday,  August 15
th

 . . . . . .The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Saturday,  August 16
th

  . . St. Joachim; Father of the Blessed Virgin Mary - ( 1
st
 cent. B.C.) 

Sunday, August 17
th

  . . . Ninth Sunday After Trinity. ….........................Oct. of St. Laurence 

  ________________________________________________________________ 
 

KALENDAR  KEY:   Ab. = Abbot, Abs. = Abbess,  Abp. = Archbishop,   Ap =  Apostle,  Bp. = 

Bishop,   C. or Conf. = Confessor,   Comm. = Commemorate.    Dcn. =  Deacon,  Doct. = Doctor of the  

Church, Ev. = Evangelist, K = King,   M. =  Monk,   Myr. =  Martyr,  N. = Nun,  P= Priest   Po. = 

Pope, Q. = Queen,  Vir. = Virgin,    O.S.B. = Order of St. Benedict.     O.C.O. = Order of the Cistercian 

Observance (Trappists),       A = Abstinence,    F = Fast,  F & A = Fast and Abstinence                 

 

 

mailto:klamarre@ourladyofsevensorrows.org
http://www.ourladyofsevensorrows.org/
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We are always looking for benefactors to help financially with the  animals. If you 

or someone that you know would like to help, simply mark your check ñfor the 

animalsò.  It will be gratefully received and deeply appreciated. 

 
 

 Ȱ 'ÉÖÅ ÕÓ ÔÈÅ ÔÏÏÌÓȟ ÁÎÄ ×Å΄ÌÌ ÄÏ ÔÈÅ ÊÏÂ Ȧ Ȱ  - Winston Churchill 
 
 

Please consider including our Animal Outreach and Rescue in your Estate 
Planning.  Contact Sr. Mary Francis, O.S.B. For details. 

Thank you  

 
 
 
 

Thanks to those of you who care for the animals with your donations, Henry and Hope 
continue to grow and adapt to their handicaps. Henry shows Hope where she needs to be 

and Hope helps Henry  balance by leaning on him so his bowed legs engage and he can play 
and jump and walk around. You make a difference in the lives of these animals and all the 

others here at the priory with your gifts large or small. The animals say thank you! 
                                                                                                                                                                               - Sr. Mary-Francis. O.S.B. 
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